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   MINUTES 

  
LURAY TOWN COUNCIL  

WORK SESSION 
 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2006 
 
 
 
 

The Luray Town Council met for a work session on Tuesday, September 5, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Luray Town Council Chambers located at 45 East Main Street, Luray, Virginia at which time there were 
present the following: 
 
 
 
Presiding:  Mayor Ralph Dean  
 
Council Present: Lonnie Arrington  

Leroy Lancaster 
Bill Menefee 
Barry Presgraves 
Earl “Rock” Racer 
Nancy Shifflett 

 
Also Present:  Jerry Schiro, Town Manager 
   Rick Black, Assistant Town Manager  
   Mary Broyles, Clerk-Treasurer 
   Jason Spitler, Town Attorney 
   Page News & Courier 
    
 
 
 
Council met to discuss issues to be brought before them at their regular meeting on September 11, 2006. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dean and everyone recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag. 
 
Items not included on the agenda were discussed.  Mr. Racer stated he was approached to revisit the 
idea of the Ruffner Plaza renaming on the Greenway.  He stated that this was tabled six months or a 
year ago.  The person who brought the idea forward asked that we bring it up and reconsider it.  Will 
discuss this item at the end of the agenda. 
 
Mr. Schiro introduced Andrew Jenna from the Page News & Courier.  He stated that these meetings are 
going to be informational meetings and would take the place of a weekly briefing.   It is the intent of the 
Council not to take any action at any of these work sessions.   
 
Included in the packet are one public hearing and two ordinance changes for public hearings that will be 
on the September 11 agenda.   
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Special Use Permit – SUP06-06     Two Family Dwelling B-1 Zoning 
 
 
This is a Special Use Permit for a two family dwelling located at the intersection of Berrey Blvd.  Initially, 
the applicant petitioned the Town requesting a Special Use Permit in order to convert the existing single 
family dwelling to a two-family dwelling and construct two townhouses on the lot.  Per the Town Code, 
the subject parcel does not meet specified requirements for townhouse construction.  Therefore, the 
applicant has withdrawn the request for a Special Use Permit for townhouses but will continue with the 
application for the two-family dwelling.   It has been before the Planning Commission and the Planning 
Commission voted a recommendation of approval 7-0.   The applicant will be at the September Meeting 
to answer any questions.  It will be subject to a public hearing and there may be some adjacent property 
owners here.   
 
 
 
Ordinance Changes 
 
Mr. Schiro stated that the other public hearings have to do with zoning ordinance amendments and this is 
back to the issue of the special use permits which the Planning Commission has been discussing for 
quite some time.  The language will define the term “Special Use Permit” and the second amendment will    
further identify uses and how the Special Use Permits will be transferred.   
 
 
 
Discussion of Water and Sewer Connections Page County Schools 
 
Staff attended, at the invitation of the Page County School Board, a meeting last week regarding the 
proposed location for the new Luray High School.  This is the Modisett property adjacent to Leakesville 
Road and 211.  The purpose of having Town staff there was to give us dialog on water and sewer utilities 
and connection fees.  As it stands now, we are proposing to provide water service to the property off of 
211.  This will be the new 12” line that Luray Landing will install and which they proffered as a part of that 
development.  In the event that line is not in at the time they begin construction and they need the flow 
for fire protection, they will have to go with a stand tank on the site. 
 
The School Board would like Council to appoint two members of the Council and they will appoint two 
members of the School Board to meet with them and begin discussion on connection fees and what 
provisions we are going to make for connection fees, if any.  Under our new rates, connection fees will 
be considerable depending on the size of the tap that they will need.  Mr. Schiro stated that this will be on 
the agenda for next Monday and Council can discuss who they would like to serve on the committee. 
They would also like to include the two developers in those discussions.  That would be Luray Landing 
and Gary Modjeska.  Those two projects will have a big impact on water and sewer service in that area.  
  
 
 
 
Discussion of Contract for Phase IV Greenway Design 
 
Mr. Schiro stated that he had included a proposed contract from Racey Engineering on Phase IV 
Greenway Design.  This is for discussion only.  Under this contract, the scope of the work calls for it to go 
all the way to Oscar Sours’ bridge.  Mr. Schiro asked Council to think about this.  He asked if they want 
to look at some design work for getting the Greenway under 340 and possibly a little pocket park on the 
property the Town owns and Mr. Dofflemyer’s on the opposite side of 340.  We do have grant funding to  
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to pay for this so we have approval for the design work; it’s just a question of moving ahead with it.  If the  
Council is OK with proceeding with this design work to this degree; Mr. Schiro stated that he would go 
ahead and execute the contract.  Unless there is any objection from any Council members, he would 
move ahead with this survey work. 
 
 
 
 
Airport Layout Plan 
 
Mr. Schiro stated that he had included a copy of the Airport meeting Power Point presentation which 
basically covers the cost and some of the alternatives that they are going to be recommending for future 
capital programs at the Airport.  Approving these recommendations and this plan does not commit the 
town to their portion of the funding of the project.   It just says that we agree to these alternatives.  There 
are two different plans – Alternative A & B for the runway extension.  We also understand that we are not 
going to commit any additional funding until such time the lease is in place.   
 
Mr. Spitler commented that he understood the lease has been taken to the Graves for review.   It 
appears that the Airport Commission and the personnel at the airport appear to be satisfied at this point.  
Mr. Lancaster asked where the County stands on this.  Mr. Spitler stated he spoke with Mr. Shanks 
about a week ago and he had given it a preliminary review, did not have any problems with it, but of 
course he had to discuss it with Mr. Belton and his board.   A brief discussion was held pertaining to who 
is serving on this commission.   
 
 
 
House Numbering Ordinance 
 
Mr. Schiro stated it has been discussed in the past and been brought to his attention again that a lot of 
houses in Luray do not have house numbers on them.  It has been included on the agenda if Council 
desires, we will begin enforcement on that through the Police Department.  Initially they will contact those 
homes that do not have house numbers and give people a friendly reminder and if that doesn’t work, 
then we’ll take the next step.   
 
Mr. Spitler commented that the article Mr. Schiro has taken that section from goes on to provide that it is 
a misdemeanor and subject to a $100 fine.   Mr. Schiro stated it would be a good fundraiser for the 
Rescue Squad and Fire Department.  
 
 
 
 
Renaming Plaza 
 
Mr. Racer stated that Jim Fargo approached him recently concerning the renaming of the Greenway 
Plaza after the Ruffner family.  Mr. Menefee asked what it is called now.   It is referred to as the 
Greenway Plaza.  Councilman Racer stated that he would like to take some action on this Monday night.   
 
Mr. Menefee stated if you are going to name it, you have two options.  One being the Ruffner Plaza and 
the other would be Main Street Plaza.  Mr. Racer stated in light of the fact of the historical value that 
would be the appropriate thing to do.  He asked everyone to think about it until Monday and then take 
action on it. 
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Mr. Spitler, Town Attorney, updated the Council on the Veney property.  He finally got the release back 
last week from the bank and should be settling on that next week.   He stated that they would be ready to 
proceed with the next project as discussed.  Mr. Spitler asked that Mr. Schiro add to the agenda for 
Monday night’s meeting the formal enactment of the ordinance providing for the alleyway for Phillip and 
Kelly Lang that was approved at our last meeting.   
 
 
 
Mr. Schiro stated that the remainder of the business that needed to be discussed qualifies for Executive 
Session.   
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mayor Dean requested a motion to adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel 
under the Code of Virginia, Section 2.2-3711 A. 1 and potential real estate acquisition under Section 2.2-
3711 A. 3.  Councilwoman Nancy Shifflett motioned to recess the regular meeting and convene in closed 
session.  Councilman Presgraves seconded the motion with the following council members voting YEA:  
Shifflett, Arrington, Menefee, Lancaster, Presgraves and Racer.  Approved 6-0.   
 
 
 
 
   

ADJOURN 
 

Following the Executive Session, Council reconvened in Open Session.  Council agreed that only 
personnel and potential real estate acquisition were discussed during the Executive Session.  
 
Councilman Menefee motioned to adjourn; Councilman Racer seconded the motion and Mayor Dean 
adjourned the work session of the Town Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        ____________________________________ 
                       Mayor Ralph H. Dean 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
                Mary Broyles, Clerk-Treasurer      
 

        


